It becomes most important to know the influences producing such effects, and to have a thorough comprehension of the pathological changes of the general system, as well as of the local parts, to enable the practitioner to administer suitable remedies. Believing that these considerations are not generally recognized, and much experience, with continued observation, forcing a conviction of their necessity upon me, I have chosen this subject for a paper in the Journal, trusting that the observations made will elicit further communications from abler pens upon the same topic.
In many diseases we can trace with absolute certainty that their immediate baneful effect is in the mouth and subjacent vol. vi?29 tissues, evident in parotitis, when, not unfrequently, the entire glandular system of this part is involved, and sometimes becomes a diffused inflammation of the entire mucous membrane.
Again, in tonsillaris, it is difficult to find any solution to the induction of the disease to these glands, except through the agency of the mucous membrane, and to which the curative treatment is principally addressed. Observe, in its grave types, how it creeps to distant parts?the whole of the fauces becoming a sloughing surface, the entire mouth is gradually encroached upon; then the disease finds its way down the esophagus, ulcerating the eustachian tubes to the ears ; in fact introducing disease along the whole course of the alimentary canal.
Laryngitis presents equally startling facts, through inflammation of the mucous membrane. It makes its approach with the symptoms common to most of the inflammatory fevers, chilliness, heat, &c., followed by a changeable, indistinct voice, viscid mucous secretions, gradual swelling of the tongue, face and eyes, the fauces red and turgid, implicating the tracheal and bronchial vessels, vitiating their secretions, so as to produce, in some cases, strangulation from its filmy nature.
In bronchitis, we have a much more serious difficulty of this kind, as it is generally experienced in a chronic form, sometimes of extreme Should the attack be slight, this appearance may remain unchanged ; but when it becomes severe, the edges will be red, and sometimes swollen, while the papilla will protrude inflamed points through the furred surfaces, and the whole organ become dry and extended. When the disease becomes unfavorable to any treatment, the tongue throws off these peculiar conditions, and assumes a smooth red surface; is dry?becoming gradually covered with a thrush-like exudation; the skin becomes cool and pale; the mucous, which before had been ejected of a natural color, is now entirely changed to a blackish looking matter; the whole system sinks rapidly and death supervenes.
The chronic form of this disease is said by a celebrated writer to approach so gradually that it seldom attracts the serious attention of the patient, or comes before the notice of the physician until it has existed a considerable period; but during this time the mucous membrane is becoming more and more affected, with but little indication of this condition, except it is by a "sense of heat or burning, extending up the esophagus, over the chest," and the left side particularly, says the author before referred to. At first this is unattended by any eructations, but gradually, small quantities of gas, sometimes inodorous, at others offensive and irritating, are thrown off, accompanied by sour and acrimonious fluids. Frequently, the glairy, mucous secretions of the stomach and alvine canal are thrown up, along with the gas and fluid before mentioned. In the latter stages, the throat becomes excoriated, and not unfrequently blood is passed along with the food, bile, mucous, sour and acrid fluids, mixed it may be with these, or with the gastric juice.
In the meantime, the mouth is prominently affected, and treatment is always addressed to relieve the distress occasioned by it. In chronic gastritis the duration of the disease is such, Again, the morbid influence produced in the mouth by dyspepsia, is not effected alone by the direct action of the sour, bitter, acrid, oily and offensive matter thrown into it from the stomach, not only by the immediate communication of inflammation through the mucou3 membrane, but by the nervous irritability produced in the whole system. The derangement of almost all the sensations, the transitory but severe pains all over the body, in fact, the alteration of all physical and mental sensibilities evidence such a condition, and show how fully the nervous connection is sustained and effected, and also lends a positive proof of the disturbed state of all the secreting organs; these being regulated most powerfully by nervous influences. The mouth, therefore, and its many glandular appendages, must partake largely in the common disturbance, to the alteration of the fluids thereby produced, which cannot occur without injurious effects to the teeth. The nutrition of the whole system being equally at fault; the poisoned chyme must produce defective chyle, and this must again poison the blood, which becomes an irritant of the worst kind, as it pervades every fibre of the body, giving nourishment and secreting the various fluids of the glands, which are dependent upon its constituents for their chemical character.
In health this is found to present all that is required, and so abundantly as to give to these parts perhaps a greater recuperative power than is found in any other part of the body, so that we find ulceration of the mucous membrane lining the buccal pharyngeal parts capable of a very rapid regeneration, whilst this power is quite limited in the enteric and urinary.
From these few facts, it is evident that a diseased condition of the blood originating in dyspepsia, must act as a morbid agent in the diseases of the gums, teeth, &c., it being the derivative source of all the fluids of the mouth, whether they come from the parotids, sublingual, submaxillary, or submucous glands; being diseased, the unavoidable conclusion is that they act as morbific agents upon the teeth and mouth generally. (To be continued.)
